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was intimate with Mr. Thralc1, having spoken very highly of Dr. Johnson, he was requested to make them acquainted2. This being mentioned to Johnson, he accepted of an invitation to dinner at Thralc's, and was so much pleased with his reception, both by Mr. and Mrs. Thralc, and they so much pleased with him,.that his invitations to their house were more and more frequent, till at last he became one of the family, and an apartment was appropriated to him,both in their house in Southwark, and in their villa at Strcatham3.
1 Miss Burncy records in May 1779, how one clay at Streatham ' Mr. Murphy met with ;i very joyful reception ; and Mr. Thralc, for the first time in his life, said he was "a good fellow ;" for he makes it a sort of rule to salute him with the title of " scoundrel," or " rascal." They are very old friends; and I question if Mr. Thrale loves any man so well.' Mine. D'Arhlay's Diaryt \. 210.
' From the Garrick Carres, \. 116, it seems lhal Murphy introduced Garrick to the Thrnlcs. Me wrote to him on May 13, 1760:— 'You stand engaged to Mr. Thrale for Wednesday sc'ennight. You need not apprehend drinking; it is a very easy house.'
1 Murphy (Life, \t. 98) says that Johnson's introduction to the Thralcs 'contributed more than anything else to exempt him from the solicitudes of life.' He continues that ' he looks back to the share he had in that business with self congratulation, since he knows the tenderness which from that time soothed Johnson's cares at Strcatham, and prolonged a valuable life.1 Johnson wrote to%Mrs. Thralc from Lichficld on July '20, 1767 :—' I have found nothing thai withdraws my affections from the friends whom I left behind,
or which makes me less desirous of reposing at that place which your kindness and Mr. Thralc's allows me to call my home,' Pioszi Letters^ \, 4. From Mull, on Oct. 15, 1773, he wrote :—' Having for many weeks had no letter, my longings are very great to be informed how all things are at home, as you and mistress allow me to call it.' Ib, p. 166. Miss Hurney in 1778 wrote that * though Dr. Johnson lives almost wholly at Strcatham, lie always keeps his apartments in town.' Mine. D'Ar-blay's Diary, i, 58. Johnson (Works, viii. 381) tells how, in the house of Sir Thomas Almcy, ' Dr. Watts, with a constancy of friendship !md uniformity of conduct not often to be found, was treated for thirty-six years with all the kindness that friendship could prompt, and all the attention that respect could dictate.' He continues :—'A coalition like this, a state in which the notions of patronage and dependence were overpowered by the perception of reciprocal benefits, deserves aparticu-lar memorial.' It was such a coalition wluch he formed with the Thralcs ~-a coalition in which, though the benefits which he received were great, yet those which he conferred were still greater.
Johnsonrard-alreet, with our Club, Sir Joshua Reynolds, etc,, who now dine cuu'c a month, and sup every Friday.' Letters of Unswell, p. 186. In tyf.d, Monday was the night of meeting. jf'mf, May 10, 1766. In Dec. 177.) the night was changed in Friday. (JoldHmiili'.s/)//«'. /7'fV/y, i. 7.'. Hawkins says (/.iff, pp. .|a.|, 5); 'We seldom got together till nine ; preparing supper took up till ten ; and by the lime that the table was denied,
